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Department of AgrieUlture-Biireau of Bog Law Enforcement-
2301 North Cameron Street, Room 102
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9408

Dear Sir or Madam:
. - . - • . • • ' • . • • • • - •

I am writing in to commend you on the proposed Puppy Mil! Regulations. It is with great appreciation
and gratitude that I send this letter.

Two years ago, my Husband and I were faced with the, daunting task of euthanizing our 14 year old
dog. Within ;days 4t bec9rnei$pparen#atwe hepded##§)pt;an|t|e:r dog. #erv is j ing shelters,
surfing the Internet, and responding to classified ads, wethou#ht wefqundasuitable breeder:

We obtained directions, took pur children to my paren^' house, and headed to the breeder Minutes
after geihgputofthe?car,.l had a Suspto^
term loosely) q u i e % / ^
puppies, ortheir habitat. The; r a M h a p e ^ ^

Our puppy came bouridip down the gravel driy^way. Her belly was so enlai^edignd-swoljen. As she
came closer I noticed that her ear h&dpiep^ of rock, dirt, andgrAss in herdned^bjpddyscabs. Upon
closer inspection, I saw that her ear was torn a few inches and it had healed with the rubbish attached

I faced a moment of indecision. I knew it was dangerous to take a dog hQme that obyiously was sick
and received no medical attention. Her chart showfed that at 14 we^ks of aie she haddhly received
oyer4he-counterd|vv0|m|hg treatments

I knew in mygWr#uldhot lea\/ethe puppy there. * I was'disappoin#tnaYl'dbeent^
a puppy mill, somSJhirig I swore I'd never do. Even worse, we paid several hundred dollars to this
dreacfful "breeder justto take durgiriaway from them.

I callgd our vet and made an appbintment to bring the pup right in. Doing soimrtiediaMly violated the
breeder's "warranty," but we had no regard for that. The veterinarian cleaned "Graeie's" ear and
ex#inedthatGracie'sb#!ly,w#fUllofwb^ W : ;;

Today Grade is preparing to celebrate her 2"^ birthday. She still bears the scar on her ear. We like to
think of it as an upside down heart/ I often wbnder What
found each Other. It horrifies me to think that she could have been relegated to a life of constant
breeding and insUffieient boariHg. - ; ; .

On behalf of GracieMay and all the pups still living in deplorable conditions with inadequate medical
care and attention, f thank you. Your work is honorable. Thank you for all you're doing and continue to

Victoria L Hofmann


